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Bike helmet that
is as good as a car
STEPHEN SINFIELD
stephen.sinfield@burtonmail.co.uk

RIDING a motorcycle is probably deemed a lonely
task by many car drivers who enjoy the luxury of
music, hands-free telephone calls and conversations with their passengers.
These car drivers have clearly never heard of the B4
intercom kit from n-com, the communications arm
of helmet manufacturer Nolan.
The B4 kit is pretty mind blowing when it comes to
features. For starters you can listen to music either
via Bluetooth or a 3.5mm stereo jack plug. You can
make and receive hands free telephone calls via
Bluetooth, you can listen to directions from your sat
nav, you can have a one to one chat with your pillion
passenger or you can have a four way chat with other
bikers up to 800 metres apart. Or you can simply listen to the radio thanks to the built-in FM tuner.
So what do yo need to make these tasks possible?
Firstly you need a helmet, a good Nolan helmet and
one with n-com comparability.
My helmet of choice is the N104 — a helmet I
reviewed on the Burton Mail’s weekend consumer
pages in March.
When you buy the N104 helmet it comes with plastic caps covering certain holes and
ports - these holes are created especially for the B4 kit.
When talking about helmets,
you should never stray too far
away from safety. First and
foremost, a helmet’s job is to
protect your skull in the event
of an accident.
There are many after market
intercom systems on the market but the downfall of these is
that altering your helmet to fit
such a kit could jeopardise this
safety. Thankfully the N104 helmet is different.
When Nolan sent this helmet
away for testing, they did so with
the B4 kit in place. Unlike an
after market intercom kit and
helmet, the N104 helmet was
always destined to have the B4 kit
fitted and it passed all of its safety requirements with
the kit in place.
Fitting the B4 kit is an easy DIY task to complete but
it does require patience and precision.
I have become quite accustomed to the comfort of
my helmet over the past few weeks and so I wasn’t
too keen on pulling out all of the cheek
padding
a n d
polystyrene
inserts
in order
to fit the
u n i t ,
however
that
is
w h a t ’s
required.
The B4 kit
comprises of
two earpieces, a
boom microphone,
a
rechargeable

All
this
fits
nearly
within the helmet with
the only visible parts being the
boom microphone and the all-weather control panel.
It’s only when you start to remove the padding that
you fully appreciate the planning that went into the
N104 helmet. The polystyrene side panels have been
cut to millimetre precision for the left and right earpieces. Likewise the rear foam insert has been cut to
allow for the rechargeable battery pack.
Because of this millimetre precision,
there is very little slack cable
between the different components, which although creating a much safer and neater
finish, makes fitting rather
tight.
Once installed and the
padding back in place, the
b4 kit is relatively easy to
use. Charging is done via
a USB cable though the
weatherproof ports at the
back of the helmet and
controlling the various
functions is then completed via a central control
button and two volume
switches.
The ‘one button suits all’ design
does present a few teething problems during initial set-up but it didn’t take me long to master
the basics of finding a radio station, listening to my
iPod and pairing my Bluetooth mobile telephones
The downloadable computer software allows you
to fine-tune your communication system, link to
other units and save pre-set radio stations.
The benefits to this system are immense. The safety
level of the helmet is maintained while giving you
endless music, conversation and intercom features.
The downside to the B4 is that it can be fiddly to fit
and the one master button control switch can be
hard to master.
For owners of suitable Nolan helmets, this kit is an
absolute must.
I just need another N104 helmet and a B4 kit for my
wife now — a shopping bill which will set me back
close to £520.

battery
pack, an allweather control
panel
and
a
waterproof 3.5mm
and USB input port.

n-com (Nolan) B4 helmet intercom £249.99,
www.phoenixnw.co.uk/ncom www.n-com.it/

of

